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TIME: 9.30 am
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A G E N G A

ITEM TOPIC CONTACT

1.  Member Site Visit Notes (Pages 1 - 4) Sarah Pearse
Tel: 01425-
425617

NOTES

(a) MEMBERSHIP – Councillors Cllr Phil Awford, Cllr Robert Bird, Cllr David Brown, 
Cllr Dr John Cordwell, Cllr Bernard Fisher, Cllr Terry Hale, Cllr Stephen Hirst, 
Cllr Graham Morgan, Cllr Shaun Parsons, Cllr Alan Preest, Cllr Steve Robinson, 
Cllr Pam Tracey MBE, Cllr Robert Vines and Cllr Simon Wheeler

(b) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Members requiring advice or clarification 
about whether to make a declaration of interest are invited to contact the 
Monitoring Officer: Nigel Roberts 01452 425201 /fax: 426790/e-mail: 
nigel.roberts@gloucestershire.gov.uk prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS

(1) Will Members please sign the attendance list.

EVACUATION PROCEDURE - in the event of the fire alarms sounding during the 
meeting please leave as directed in a calm and orderly manner and go to the 
assembly point which is outside the main entrance to Shire Hall in Westgate Street.  
Please remain there and await further instructions.

mailto:nigel.Roberts@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Notes by: Sarah Pearse (23/01/2020)

Member Site Visit Meeting

23rd January 2020

Weather conditions: Dull, overcast and dry. 

Planning Committee Member Attendance:

Councillors:
AWFORD, Cllr Philip (Chairman)
BIRD, Cllr Robert
BROWN, Cllr David
CORDWELL, Cllr John 
FISHER, Cllr Bernard
HALE, Cllr Terry
HIRST Cllr Stephen 
MORGAN, Cllr Graham

P
Ap
P
Ap
Ap
P
P
P

PARSONS, Cllr Shaun 
PREEST Cllr Alan
ROBINSON Cllr Steve
TRACEY, Cllr Pamela
VINES, Cllr Robert
WHEELER, Cllr Simon
WINDSOR-CLIVE, Cllr Clive

Ap
Ap
P
Ap
Ap
Ab
Ap

Key: P=present, Ab=absent, Ap= Apologies

Officers in attendance: 

Sarah Pearse, (SP) Principal Planning Officer, Kevin Phillips, (KP) Team Manager, 
Linda Townsend, Senior Planning Officer (Case Officer) and, Denis Canney, Senior 
Planning Officer (Case Officer).

Site 1: Planning application 19/0036/CHREG3 for the change of use to D1 
(Schools)-extension of school grounds on land adjacent to St. Johns Primary 
School, Albion Street, Cheltenham, GL52 2SN. 

Case Officer: Denis Canney

The proposal is for a change of use from an open area to forest school use, 
surrounded by a 1.5m high black metal fence, with a hedgerow behind. A forest 
school can be on or off the school site.

The CO described the location of the site, the position of the vegetation to be 
retained and the position of the proposed fence and railings on the land owned by 
the Diocese. The CO advised that thee site lies in the Cheltenham Central 
Conservation Area, and pointed to the locations of  Grade II listed buildings near and 
adjoining the application site, with railings. 

The Borough Council raised an objection to the proposal because of its location 
within the Conservation Area. The County Highways representative was initially 
concerned about highway safety, but has suggested an appropriate planning 
condition and is now satisfied. No representations from the Public have been 
received.

The main issues raised by the application are:
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Notes by: Sarah Pearse (23/01/2020)

 The impact upon heritage assets,
 Residential amenity in terms of smoke and noise,
 Highway Safety

Member Questions:

Cllr Hirst asked whether there would be a fence behind the existing hedge. The CO 
clarified that there is an existing wall at the rear of the vegetation and metal railings 
at the south east of the site adjacent to Berkeley Street.

Cllr Brown asked how many children would be present on site at one time and when 
it would be used. The CO was unsure but thought it might be one class at a time and 
used during the school day.

Cllr Hirst asked for Witcombe Place to be pointed out. The CO indicated this street 
on a plan and that it was to the west of the application site, adjacent to the school.

Cllr Hale asked whether the site would be locked when not in use and whether its 
use would be exclusively for the school. The CO confirmed that this would be the 
case.

Cllr Hirst remarked that properties surrounding the site were a mixture of 
architectectural  styles. The CO agreed and pointed out which properties were listed 
buildings.

Cllr Awford asked what will become of the site at night and how it could be kept 
secure.  KP commented that there was already evidence of people using the site for 
rough sleeping. The CO explained that the site would be locked when not in use and 
this could be controlled by planning condition if it were thought appropriate.

Cllr Hirst asked if the area of vegetation adjacent to the wall of the property on the 
southern boundary would be part of the nature area. The CO confirmed that it would 
be retained and maintained by the school.

Cllr Morgan asked, thinking about the fire pit, if the area was in smokeless zone.  
The CO undertook to find out before the Committee meeting. 

Members were invited to view the application site from the roadside, before 
departing  the site at 10.25 am.

Site 2: Planning application for the variation of conditions: 1 
(Commencement/Duration) and 2 (Operating Conditions) of planning consent 
15/0077/GLMAJW dated 05/10/2016 to allow the continued use of land for the 
crushing and screening of inert waste materials to produce secondary 
aggregates (for a temporary period of three years) on land at Allstone Sand 
and Gravel Centre, Land off Myers Road, Gloucester, GL1 3QD.

Before visiting the site, Member viewed the site from behind the Mercedes Benz garage on 
the Triangle Retail Park.
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Notes by: Sarah Pearse (23/01/2020)

Members were joined on site by Richard Street representing the operator, Paul Duncliffe, the 
Planning Agent and Julie Betteridge representing Gloucester City Council Environmental 
Health.

The CO described the proposal and surroundings and the reason for the planning 
application. The CO used an aerial photograph to point out the surrounding properties and 
landscape features such at Metz Way and the railway line.

A period of crushing had taken place before Christmas and the washing plant was running 
on the new concrete pad and aggregate washing was being undertaken during the site visit.

Members Questions

Cllr Hirst asked for confirmation of the numbers of vehicles visiting the site per day. The CO 
clarified that there would be an average of 20 vehicles per day. On some days there would 
be none at all, and on others there would be more than 20. The CO explained the there were 
more than one site/ planning permission operating from the area and using the access road. 
Some cement lorries and associated aggregate delivery lorries were seen to pass the site 
visiting the adjoining concrete batching plant that was not controlled by Allstones. Also the 
skip waste vehicles also used the access road past the site to access the Waste transfer 
Station.

Cllr Morgan asked whether the 20 vehicles used the access ramp. The CO and the Agent 
confirmed that the ramp was used to access the site.

Cllr Brown asked about the area of concrete hard standing that has been introduced since 
the application was last determined. The CO pointed out the location on the plan and 
Members were able to see the area of concrete from the ramp. The CO explained that the 
concrete pad catches run-off from the plant and facilitates water recycling.

The Agent explained that Members were looking at the washing plant and that crushing took 
place to the east of the site, on an area of lower lying land, further away from residential 
properties. Crushing takes place on a campaign basis over two, two week periods 
throughout the year. The crushing and washing is carried out by S E Davis, who are leaders 
in their field and work all over the Country.

Cllr Morgan reiterated that there were no objections from Statutory Consultees. Julie 
Betteridge from Gloucester City Environmental Health raised no concerns about the 
operation of the site and said that either she or a colleague would attend Planning 
Committee to answer any Member’s questions.

The site Operator had placed several buckets of material adjacent to the access to 
demonstrate up close they type of products produced at the site. Richard Street explained 
that there was pear gravel, 20mm and 40 mm clean stone and sand. These could be used 
for road construction sub base, path ways and pipe laying etc. They are also trying to 
produce a type 1 product.

The site meeting ended at 11.50 
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